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Plan India is part of Plan International, one of the world's largest community development

organizations. Plan's vision is of a world in which all children realize their full potential in societies

which respect people's rights and dignity. Plan is independent, with no religious, political or

governmental affiliations.

For over 30 years, Plan and its partners have helped communities throughout India, so that

children have access to their rights including the right to protection, basic education, proper

healthcare, a healthy environment, livelihood opportunities and participation in decisions which affect

their lives. We encourage children to express their views and be actively involved in improving their

communities. Plan currently works in 11 states in India and has impacted the lives of over a million

children.

Plan's work focuses on improving opportunities for vulnerable children and their communities

in India, including children living on the streets and those living in urban homeless families; those with

disabilities or affected by HIV; those who are exploited and trafficked; the children of sex workers; and

child labourers. Plan also works to help girls overcome the disadvantage and discrimination they face

in everyday life within most communities. Plan is committed to the principles of child rights and

equality, and works to develop the capacity of civil society to meet their own needs by replicating

successful development models.

a non-for profit organization was set up as a resource centre for health so as to achieve

consistent endeavours towards the upliftment of behavioural practices in health and gender through

process that unites people across culture and adds meaning and value to their lives.

Vatsalya, has been rigorously working in State Uttar Pradesh in alliance through its networking groups

predominantly on the vehement subject of gender based discrimination in form of female foeticide for

past 15years. Since its inception it recognized the need to focus on the grave issue of female foeticide

and declining sex ratio. With every passing years it's focus widened towards other key areas like

capacity building of civil society organizations & community based organizations; maternal & child

health; strengthening the ongoing attempts by providing consultancy services and marching towards a

harmonious healthy society by advocating for diverse social health issues.

Vatsalya won support of media fraternity and local governance to meet out the tribulations of health

within the community. Vatsalya's approach involves working closely with CSOs that are actively

working on health related issues at grass level. In our journey large number of cohorts gave us a hand

holding support to bring out the desired outcomes in it's respective area of work.

Vatsalya
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ge lc tkfur gS] says a four years old girl. The girl named Anchal who came along with her mother

Sarsawati (who hasn't conceived till yet, post her daughter was born) from Azamgarh district of Uttar

Pradesh was quite determined to have a brother, in form of a son for her family. It sounded quite

incomprehensible when a four year kid unexpectedly uttered (even before her mother sitting nearby

could place her say) that, When the former was questioned that who

communicated this expression to you, she daringly voiced that,

This profound statement from a four year old child

precisely epitomizes and unlaces the rigid and the orthodox

system which lays diverse roles, accountabilities, qualities and

expectations for the humans of either sex. This so called

dynamics is so ingrained and starts getting imbibed at the age of

germination that it gets harder or rather impossible to be erased

for ever.

The girl child in reference to the Indian context has always

been connoted and served with the unequal proportions

pertaining, even to her most fundamental rights. She gets

acquaint to her secondary status as she gradually steps on the

ladder of the societal norms and customs, monopolized by the

patriarch of her family and religion, preserved by the mass media,

community gate keepers and the state governance and law.

As an organization Vatsalya has been fighting against the

gender bigotry for more than fifteen years in Uttar Pradesh. This

quantitative research study will provide an acumen in

recognizing the knowledge, attitude and behaviour practices on

the issues which are the outcomes of diverse gender based

dimensions practiced in the society. The entire matrix which we

fetched during the course of the study will aid us to identify the

deep rooted casual relation of girl aversion and son preference

but also explore the dynamics which often seems to be

uncovered.

Well, this study would have been not possible without the

support of Plan India who gave us priority to accomplish this

sensitive quantitative study. Vatsalya expresses profound

gratitude to various individuals and NGO partners, community

group members and all those individuals whom we met and

interviewed, for their support as well as sharing their precious

time and personal opinions during the study period and field

visits.

We would also like to acknowledge our sincere thanks to

Prof. Arun Nigam, Director IASDS (Institute of Applied Statistics

& Development Studies) in lending his full support in

development of this quantitative research study.

.
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gejh ekbZ dks yM+dk pkgh

ge lc tkfur gS
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The gender system is a socially constructed expectation for male and female behaviour. They

prescribe a division of labour and responsibilities between male and female and grant different rights

and obligations to them. The socio-cultural norms about masculinity and feminity prevalent in Asian

countries and the unequal relations between man and women combined with physiological and

biological factors, deepen the women vulnerability to neglect, hostility and violence. Speaking of

woman solely in terms of vulnerability does not do justice to the courage, ingenuity and capability that

she displays on a daily basis when facing the irony, starting right from the very beginning. They often

have to fulfil the expectations and responsibilities of her so called family and relatives in shape of elder

sisters, daughters or even mothers. Violence against women and girls is a major health and human

rights concern. They experience physical or mental abuse throughout their lifecycle, beginning while

inside the womb, in infancy, childhood and/or adolescence, during adulthood or else in elderly in their

extremes.

Many decades back where an unwanted girl child was put to death right after the birth and

confused with the stillbirth, while those who escaped the casualty were subjected to neglect and

ignorance by their family members thus making them susceptible to bereavement. But with the

changing time the perpetrators and the architects behind the scenes, too have changed which can be

seen in the successful merger or alliance of the patriarchal community and the exploitation of

technology.

For the present analysis please note that we use the word discrimination as these phenomenon's

are derived from the same desire to have more sons rather than daughters. This motivation leads

people to discriminate between sexes in different ways:

by continuing childbearing until reaching their desired number of sons and

stopping after that. This is reflected in decisions to use contraception or to have an additional

child, contingent on the sex composition of the children already born. This may have relatively

little impact on the overall sex ratio of the population, since families with no sons will tend to have

several daughters.

through sex-selective abortion. This is reflected in sex ratios at birth which

are more masculine than the normal biological range of around 945 girls for every 1000boys

born.

through sex-selective infanticide. This is often difficult to distinguish empirically from

sex-selective abortion, since a high proportion of infanticide cases are unlikely to be reported as

births. Thus this is also largely reflected in elevated sex ratios at birth, rather than in sex

differentials in recorded child survival.

through neglect and other mechanisms, as reflected in higher mortality

of girls than boys during infancy and early childhood.

� Before conception :

During pregnancy :

At birth :

During early childhood :

�

�

�
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Sample size :

Sample size :

Process :

o

o

o

o

The focal objective in undertaking this study was :

To analyze the status of the girl child in Uttar Pradesh

To recognize and quantify the knowledge, attitude and

behavioral practices perceptible among the members of

the community, towards a girl child

To customize the findings of the study as an effective tool

for advocacy, and share the learning's of the study with

the concerned stakeholders sitting at various

peripheries

To capture the knowledge/attitude/behaviour/practice of the community members towards the girl

child following districts of the Uttar Pradesh were selected:

Survey state: Uttar Pradesh

Number of regions: 04 ( East, west, central and Bundelkhand)

Number of survey districts: 08 (2 from each regions-Lucknow & Pratapgarh; Aligarh & Bagpat;

Mau & Varanasi; Jalaun & Jhansi)

Number of villages: 160 (20 from each districts)

Number of respondents: 2400 (15 from each villages)

Every methodology includes philosophically coherent collection of theories and concepts to which

they relate for a particular discipline, field of inquiry and/or activities which are to accomplish. The

following methodology was employed for a productive output to lend a hand in fetching the objectives

of the study. These are further clustered as follows:

Number of villages: 160 (20 from each districts)

Number of respondents: 2400 (15 from each villages). The respondents were basically the head

of the families, including both men and women.

A questionnaire was developed following with various researches on different aspects of a girl

child.

The like minded and active NGOs (for regional support in survey) were selected on the basis of

the previous work on the similar issues.

Survey State Uttar Pradesh

Regions East West Central Bundelkhand

Surveyed

Districts
Mau & Varanasi

Aligarh &
Bagpat

Lucknow &
Pratapgarh Jalaun & Jhansi
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Source of data :

Data collection :

1. Demographic Profile of Family :

2. Population Distribution by age and sex :

"�#���	!���� ��� �������� �	#���

The surveyors were oriented on the survey format and also entailed about the nitty-gritty of

issues pertaining to the study so that handsome results can be captured easily.

Correspondingly, the field visits with the support of networking organizations in the proposed

districts of Uttar Pradesh was accomplished.

The final data was compiled through SPSS (Statistical Package for Social Sciences) by the

resource agency, IASDS, to provide detailed district specific information on the status of the girl

child, following which the theoretical analysis and documentation of the finding's was done by

Vatsalya.

The primary source of data emanated from field during the field visits and meeting with different

stakeholders in the course of interaction during the study.

In our study the adopted methodology was quantitative research study. In order to ensure a

commonality of data collected, the sampling was done on the random basis. A theme was prepared

around which the information and views of the families were elicited via structured questionnaire in

shape of personal interviews.

Caste was used as a parameter to have an overall view of

demographic profile of households surveyed. Of the total families surveyed 76 % belonged to

and Other category (SC 34.1% and OBC 41.9%). The

proportion of persons belonging to Scheduled Tribe (ST) was very small (0.3%). The average

family size was around 6.

The given table relates to distribution of the

population by age and sex.

Majority of the population was above 19 years both for

males (46.44%) and females (44.24%). The population seems to be uniformly distributed in all

the age groups both for males and females.

Scheduled caste (SC) Backward Caste (OBC)

Out of a population of 14581 used for the study, there were 7246 males

(49.69%) and 7335 females (50.31%).

Demographic profile of family

Caste In number Percentage

SC 818 34.1

ST 8 0.3

OBC 1007 41.9

Other 569 23.7

Total 2402 100

Average family size 6.07

Age Group
Male Female Total

Number % Number % Number %

0-5 years 846 11.68 795 10.84 1641 11.25

6-10 years 1207 16.66 1249 17.03 2456 16.84

11-18 years 1828 25.23 2119 28.89 3947 27.07

19 and above 3365 46.44 3172 43.24 6537 44.83

Total 7246 100 7335 100 14581 100
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3. Educational Status : The below given table depicts the

educational status of 12940 persons considered for the

study. It can be observed that educational achievement is

mostly confined up-to intermediate level for males and

up to middle level for females. Educational level from

graduation and above including technical is negligible.

The below given table depicts the age at

marriage. It can be seen that average age

at marriage for males was 19.7 years

while that for females it was 17 years

against the legal age for marriage for boys

as 21 years and 18 years for girls. Further,

the majority of male and females got married before their legal marriage-able age (Males 67.9%,

Females 56.7 %). This exposes and shatters the myth as more under the age males are getting married

contrary to the girls (females).

4. Marital Status : The table relates to marital status of the population under study. Proportion of

married males was 40.63 % while that for females it was 40.4 %.

Marital status Male Female Total

Number % Number % Number %

Married 2944 40.63 2948 40.19 5892 40.4

Unmarried 4217 58.20 4306 58.70 8523 58.5

Other 85 1.17 81 1.10 166 1.1

Total 7246 100 7335 100 14581 100

Educational Level
Male Female Total

Number % Number % Number %

Illiterate 729 11.39 1620 24.77 2349 18.15

Primary 1804 28.19 2030 31.04 3834 29.63

Middle 1717 26.83 1679 25.67 3396 26.24

Matriculation 993 15.52 576 8.81 1569 12.13

Intermediate 759 11.86 403 6.16 1162 8.98

Graduation & above 315 4.92 156 2.39 471 3.64

Technical/

Professional
42 0.66 64 0.98 106 0.82

Literate 41 0.64 12 0.18 53 0.41

Total 6400 100 6540 100 12940 100

AGE AT MARRIAGE

Average age at marriage
Male Female

19.7 17.0

MALES

Below 21 2057 67.9

21 and above 972 32.1

FEMALES

Below 18 1717 56.7

18 and above 1312 43.3

Number %



05

$���
�
��%�
	����
1. Child Sex Ratio :

Inference :

Hypothesis : effect & cause

*

�

�

�

�

*Child sex ratio has been referred as CSR

“Every child has the inherent right to life and

the state has an obligation to ensure the child survival and

development”,

this clearly points out the biased attitude

of the society towards a girl child.

that is what the Article-6 of UNCRC says.

The child sex ratio is a powerful indicator to examine the social

response and the attitude towards the girl child in any society.

In socially and economically advanced societies sex ratio ratios

are favourable to females. Contrary, the below given table gives

a grim picture of the status of girl child in study population

where the child sex ratio came out to be only 625 in children

under 1 year of age, which cannot only indicate the infant

mortality alone. Thus,

The child sex ratio (which was observed in children below 1 year) which came out to be 625 per

1000 boys seems to be really horrifying, as the aforementioned statistic unwraps or rather

exposes the behaviour and the social stimulus towards a girl child (pre-natal & post natal) of the

so called civil society.

Past data's (NFHS III, DLHS III & SRS 05-07) and the first hand provisional data of Census 2011,

strongly indicate that the child sex ratio are becoming more masculine, whose consequence,

particularly for the surviving women will be catastrophic. The below given Census data shows

the remarkable decline in child sex ratio which is as follows:

The disturbing fact is that, though sex selection is high in Uttar Pradesh and relatively high

among the privileged class, the worst consequences are for the poor. As they not only get

exploited but also foment violence. The poor women of disadvantaged regions of eastern

districts and states of UP and India respectively, get married and wholesaled into the wealthy

pockets of western and central UP. This casual relationship of sex selection and declining child

sex ratio will or rather has started disturbing the marriage market.

Having frail child sex ratio will result into less women of marriageable age which will mean that a

significant proportion of men will have to delay their marriage or forced to bachelorhood.

This will effect in delayed marriages and will also affect younger generations of men when they

reach their 20s. The males will not only be in surplus as a result of their generation sex ratio, but

they will also face a backlog of older, unmarried men, who will still be in the “marriage market”

Child sex ratioAge of children

Children below 1 year 625

1991 2001 2011
Difference

1991-2001

Difference

2001-2011

India 945 927 914 -18 -13

Uttar

Pradesh
927 916 899 -11 -17

CSR*
(0-6 yrs)

*UNCRC - United Nations Convention on the rights of the child
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2. Birth related issues of the Child :

Inference :

This bottleneck will not be solved exclusively by delaying marriages, due to the cumulative

impact of skewed sex ratio on several generations.

Finally, a proportion of men will subsequently have to forego marriage altogether. The poorest

males will be disproportionately affected by this marriage squeeze, and that many among them

may end up remaining single simply for lack of resources to marry. Indeed, they are likely to

become the main victims of new marriage system, which will probably act as a strong

destabilizing factor. This procedure would artificially in-equalize the ratio of female and male,

and may translate into class based tensions, potential violence and further abuse of the minority

group

Registration of birth of child is essential both for parents and

child. In fact, there appears to be some complacency regarding registration of birth. It can be

observed from the table that only 26.4 % of births were registered. A small percentage of 2.8 did

not know about registration. Of the 633 registered births, in 70 families (11.1%) only boys were

registered while for girls this figure was 42 (6.6%). In 521 families no discrimination was

observed.

.

"The child has the right to a name at birth. The child also has the right to acquire nationality and

as far as possible to know his/her parents and be cared for by them", says Article-7 of UNCRC.

India is a signatory to the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child, 1989. Yet we

hold the dubious distinction of having the largest number of unregistered children in the

world. Birth Registration is considered as the first step in providing an identity to the child both

as an individual and as a member of the society as it is the first legal document in which the

name of the child gets entered. But it sounds really disgusting or rather annoying that not only

the family members the frontline workers and the concerned authorities at times do not offer

the due importance to the registration of a birth of child which can be a true source for

computing statistics regarding IMR (infant mortality rate) or even the doses of immunization

vaccines required by ANM (auxiliary nurse mid wife)to regarding the proof of age or in

providing the domicile etc.

The reasons for poor status of birth registration in Uttar Pradesh is observed as follows:

Lack of demand & information in the community.

Lack of sensitization among the registrars/authorities regarding its significance and

process.

Acceptance of inappropriate documents (like marks-sheet etc.)

Birth related issues of the child Number %

1. Birth registration of the child

Yes 633 26.4

No 1700 70.8

Do not know 69 2.8

Total 2402 100

2. Sex of the child whose birth is celebrated

Boy 489 28.2

Girl 71 4.1

Both 1174 67.7

Total 1734 100
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Talking about the celebration of child birth, the birth of a baby boy still remains one of the most

cherished assets which a family always lurks for. The boys are treated more of a living prized

possessions who metaphorically are the investment to the natal family contrary to a baby girl

which is often comprehended as a big liability. But here surprisingly 67.7% of families submitted

to celebrate the birth of their children irrespective of their sex. Thus, we can see this as a

welcome change, a good sign.

The given table shows that a total of 77% children go out for

playing, while in 31 %families, only boys were allowed to go out to play while this was only 1.5%

for girls. In 67% cases no discrimination was reported. The security (56.6%) and fear of society

(28.1%) were the main reasons for not allowing girls to play.

We often designate a woman/girl with infinite synonyms or prefixes for say, caring, delicate,

beautiful, motherly, loving, gentle, poignant etc. While for boys the aforesaid prefaces are quite

obsolete as they are supposed and expected to be more rough not only in their physique but also

in their behaviour so that he/they can

strongly step into the shoes of a patriarch.

Hence this big Pandora's Box need to be

understood and corrected as there lays an

answer to many of our questions.

The security quotient might be an issue to

most of us but this should not serve as an

excuse in delimiting the mobility of a girl.

The fear of society and the security are one of

the basic key notes of a human being, but

more important is the kind of approach

which we put to combat these obligations. A

girl child should be made equipped with the

3. Leisure of being in childhood :

Inference :

Leisure of being in childhood
Number %

01. Sex of the children going out from home for playing

Boys 581 31.4

Girls 28 1.5

Both 1239 67.0

Total 1848 100

02. Reasons behind girls not going out for playing

Due to insecurity 329 56.6

Due to fear of society 163 28.1

Girls should not play 56 9.6

Other 33 5.7

Total 581 100

03. Reasons behind girls not going out by cycle

Due to insecurity 76 21.5

Due to fear of society 109 30.8

Girls should go by cycle 60 16.9

Other 109 30.8

Total 354 100
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skills and capacities so that she is empowered enough to curb the hitches and troubles coming

her way, rather than providing her a pillow of extra care which often leads to her dis-

empowerment. The dis-empowerment is so very inter-generational. While the men always

remain behind the scene, the process of dis-empowerment gets transferred from a woman to her

child and the lineage goes on and on.

One of the important activities in households is preparation of food.

This involves many other activities like considering opinion of family members, priority in

serving food etc. In about 85% of cases, opinion of members was taken while preparing food. In

over 50% cases opinion of head of family was preferred and in 28% cases opinion of all family

members was considered while over 16% depended upon the choice of person preparing food.

The foremost accountability of a girl in our

society is to serve or oblige her family, which

is not only her social but moral

responsibility too. The aforementioned data

clearly put forth her secondary status (how

the latter starting from the very beginning,

begins to learn and to subordinate) and

plight caught in the social and ethical

foreplay designed by the patriarch of the

society, for their own comfort zone and

luxury, which is often in visible of us. Thus

4. Decision to prepare food :

Inference :

�

Decision to prepare food
Number %

01. Preferred members of the household while taking opinion

Head of the family 1048 50.4

Boys 38 1.8

Girls 52 2.5

All family members 597 28.7

Depends upon the choice of person preparing the food 343 16.5

Total 2078 100

02. Members of family to whom food is served first

Male members of the family 1214 50.5

Boys 110 4.6

Girls 60 2.5

All family members at the same time 1018 42.4

Total 2402 100

03. Households in which girl child eat meals together with boy child

Yes 1877 78.1

No 525 21.9

Total 2402 100

04.
Time at which girls take meal if not eat along with boys of the

family

After completing household cores 163 31.0

After all the family members have eaten 35 6.7

With the person who prepare meal 327 62.3

Total 525 100
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fulfilling the expectations and responsibilities of their so called families and relatives in shape of

elder sisters, daughters or mothers.

The family structure and values function in such a way that daughters grow up considering

themselves as inferior, subservient, entitled to much less of everything of everything than sons;

less opportunity, less authority, less status, less power and virtually no choice. To combat this it is

necessary to focus on building their self-image to enable her to take decisions & actions affecting

her life.

One thing more, the output (regarding the work done) in terms of the capital gain is precisely

visible at the end of every month for a man at the household level while the women/girls display

zero balance as they are the non-paid domestic helper whose hard work is seldom recognized,

but is often matched with her male counterpart.

About 67 % children were allowed to visit market/fair/celebrations; with only 31% boys being

allowed to avail this freedom, while percentage for girls was negligible. The major reason for not

allowing girls to market was 'not good for girls' (61.5%).

The patriarchy not only dictates

the various rights of a woman

regarding to her sexuality,

reproduction, labour force and

economics but unconsciously

also governs the mobility of

woman. Perhaps, the mobility

not only provides an exposure

b u t a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o

understand and learn the outer

world and share the learning's.

This shows that how adaptive is

the system of patriarchy and

male supremacy is, as it establishes and strengthen its roots in all kinds of social structures and

the privileges of their counter parts. Hence, it's very important for us to abort such kind of social

taboos and doctrines from the mental framework of the populace irrespective of being in urban

or rural locale.

�

�

5. Participation/Preferences of children in the purchase of items and freedom thereof :

Inference :

�

Participation/preferences of children in the purchase of items Number %

01. Children who usually go out to market/ fair/ celebrations

Boys 755 31.4

Girls 21 0.9

Both 1626 67.7

Total 2402 100

02. If only boys, reasons behind girls not going out to these places

What will villagers say 132 17.5

Feel insulted in the society 159 21.1

Not good for girls 464 61.5

Total 755 100
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Opinion of children in personal matters Number %

01.
Choice of boy/ girl taken into consideration for purchasing clothes

of marriage

Yes 1798 74.9

No 604 25.1

Total 2402 100

02. If yes, of whom

Boy 70 3.9

Girl 21 1.2

Both 1707 94.9

Total 1798 100

03.
Percentage of households in which marriage of boys are done

below the legal age of marriage
644 26.8

04.
Percentage of households in which marriage of girls are done below

the legal age of marriage
198 8.2

05. Reasons behind getting girls married before 18 years of age

Girls are "Amaanat" (gift) of others household 25 12.6

Good to get girls married as early as possible 92 46.5

Girls get mature early 32 16.2

Get worried regarding their security 48 24.2

Other 1 0.5

Total 198 100

6. Opinion of children in personal matters/ facilities etc. :

Inference :

�

Children's opinion in personal

matters like marriage etc. is one of the major components relating to their freedom.

In 14.9 % cases opinion of boys was

considered for marriage. This was

about 5 % for girls. In 75 % cases

choice of children was taken into

consideration for purchase of

clothes for marriage. In 95 % cases

this choice was for both boy and girl,

thus showing no gender bias. In 27

% households, marriage of boys

was performed below the legal

marriageable age. This was 8 % for

girls. The two reasons which came

out for getting the girls married

before legal age viz.; (i) early

marriage is good for girls (46.5%)

and (ii) security (24.2%).

The girls being often married before the age of 18 is quite a common scene in Uttar Pradesh. The

girls are preserved or rather treated more as of a social liability (contrary to an investment in

context to a boy) which needs to be delivered to its second abode; as their matrimony demands

for a handsome cost in terms of dowry which is an acute burden for the natal family.
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The peer pressure from the community gate keepers (family members and neighbours) which is

often subjugated by the security quotient, takes the toll of being a girl resulting into an early

marriage. There also stands an urgent need to revise the marriage as an institution because of

patrilineal descent, inheritance, post marital residence patterns & rigid social patterns and

norms which call for matrimony, where only the son continues the family line and inherits

property.

The chunk of the surveyed families gave their submission that getting girls married before the

legal age is not only good for girls but the security quotient for the same is also very important

which has to be watched. This indirectly points and questions that why always a girl is socially

and morally responsible for preserving the esteem of her family and the relationships she is

bounded inn, while the theme of early marriage comforts in the easy molding of an immature

mind. As a resultant a girl seldom puts forth her opinion. Thus accepting the practice of

subordination.

Only 20.6 % children above the age of 18 years possessed

voter identity cards. Of these in 51.7 % households only boys had voter identity card and in 18.8

% cases only girls possessed the card. In 29.5 % cases both boys and girls had the voter card. In

40.2 % households girls were not allowed to vote and another 40.2 % voted as per the wished of

head of family. Only 7.7 % girls voted according to their will, which precisely displays the

deficiency in decision taking.

Every Indian citizen (above 18 years) has been provided 'right to vote' irrespective of religion,

caste, creed or gender. But the gender construct plays a significant role here also. As is mentioned

in 29.5% cases only women enjoy equal voting rights. The reason behind this may be explained

in terms of values of patriarchal society. Although education, awareness etc. also have their part,

discrimination has been observed when the head of the family goes for voter ID card for his

family. In most of the cases he does not even consider female members of the family for a voter ID

�

7. Right to vote and household chores :

Inference :

�

Right to vote & household chores Number %

01. Distribution of children having voter cards by sex

Boys 237 51.7

Girls 86 18.8

Both 135 29.5

Total 458 100

02. Girls of household vote according to their own will

Yes 185 7.7

According to the head of the household 966 40.2

Do not vote 965 40.2

Do not know 286 11.9

Total 2402 100

03.
Households in which existence of son is considered essential for

doing last rites/ cremation

Yes 2098 87.3

No 279 11.6

Do not know 25 1.0

Total 2402 100
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card. Moreover the right to vote is governed by a main member of family even if a woman has her

voter ID card and she casts her vote. This shows that even though being an adult, a girl child is

treated like a girl and is guided by the head of her family.

Proclaiming the status of largest democracy of the world, in India it seems to be a great paradox

where almost half of its eligible voters do not cast their vote or their voting rights are governed by

the will of others. At the same time it is worth mentioning here that 33% reservation for women

in parliament has been a huge issue before the whole country since long, but at the ground level

the scene is somewhat different, as 40.2% do not vote while the same numeric, vote according to

the say of the headman of their household. Thus this again shows up that the muscular

patriarchal setup is ubiquitous in every social and cultural constructs of our society. Even the

basic constitutional right of voting is supervised by the patriarch of the family.

Talking about the significance of a son in a family doing last rites (cremation), around 87.3%

families accepted the same. This chiefly indicates the importance of a son contrary to a daughter

which is the most precious progeny. Our patriarchal system coerces different obligations under

the wrap of social customs and rituals. Son preference is in the interest of lineage (which has to

be carried forward), whose continuity depends on a son alone. It is also in the interest of the

household for whom daughters are a transitory members.

Reproductive health is a lifetime concern for

both women and men, from infancy to old age. In many cultures, the discrimination against girls

begins in infancy which often determines the trajectory of their lives. The important issues of

education and appropriate health care arise in childhood and adolescence. These continue to be

issues in the reproductive years, along with family planning in-adequate nutrition and care in

pregnancy, and the social status of women.

�

8. Pre-natal sex determination and related issues :

The Kinship system ensure that the

parent can benefit little from daughter and have strong economic incentives to prefer raising

sons even if bride price is paid rather than dowry.

Pre-natal sex determination and related issues Number %

01. Women should detect the sex of child while in womb

If she already have several daughters 310 12.9

If the family is poor 61 2.5

No, it’s an offense 1657 69.0

Do not know 374 15.6

Total 2402 100

02. Use of ultrasound

To detect sex of child 583 24.3

For health check up 1489 62.0

Do not know 330 13.7

Total 2402 100

03. Any female of household opted for ultrasound during pregnancy

Yes 492 20.5

No 1910 79.5

Total 2402 100

04. Purpose for which ultrasound was done

For detecting sex of child 65 13.2

On the consultation of doctor 281 57.1

For knowing about the well-being of child 126 25.6

Other 20 4.1

Total 492 100
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05. Reason behind abortion

Child was a girl 26 20.3

Did not want more children 32 25.0

Unwanted pregnancy 67 52.3

Wanted girl child 3 2.3

Total 128 100

06. Will of the person behind abortion

In-laws 12 9.4

Self 28 21.9

Husband 77 60.2

Other 11 8.6

Total 128 100

07. Awareness of law against determination of sex of child during

pregnancy

Yes 1797 74.8

No 605 25.2

Total 2402 100

08. Awareness regarding provision of punishments in the law for

offending the law

Yes 643 35.8

No 1154 64.2

Total 2402 100

'During the field visits it was observed that, there is a shift from postnatal discrimination to prenatal

discrimination as the accessibility of sex-selective technology improves. Thus it can be put that the former

is the method resorted by people without physical or financial access to sex-selective technology, while the

latter is the method of choice for those who

have such access.'

Thus it is

that only men constitute the social

Following observations from the above

mentioned data can be emphatically put

forward, which are as follows:

This portrays the

gigantic dominance of a patriarch at the

household level in the Indian society.

This also illustrates that the patriarchy

not only governs the basic issues

regarding the reproductive rights of a

woman but also dictates and prescribe

its outcomes, supported with different,

diverse & unusual reasons for the

preference of a male child.

Reviewing the aforementioned

table, it came out to be that more

than 60% of the family surveyed

during the study accepted that the

will of the husband supremes to go

for an abortion.

Inferences :

�
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order, and women are the means whereby men reproduce themselves. Women are the biological

reproducers, but it is through the father that a child acquires a social identity and is incorporated

into the social order. Since only boys remain in the lineage, the significant social reproduction is

that by the father of the son. Nowhere is this more apparent than in a genealogical record or in an

ancestor worship hail: one can literally see each generation of men, and the generations of men

to whom they gave rise. Women are recorded, if at all, only in the capacity of the wives of the men

who gave rise to succeeding generations of men.

What factors are responsible for son preference, and why is it so persistent in the face of sweeping

economic and social changes? Why does a highly urbanized society manifest the same patterns of gender bias

as the more agrarian societies of Uttar Pradesh do? To understand this, a cross-regional study was very useful

because it indicates which factors are central to the problem.

�

�

�

��
�����


Talking about the reasons behind the abortions. Where 25% justified their reasons with

undesirability to have more children, while 20.3% nodded for the same if the prior was a girl

child. Around 13% of families also validated the mal-practice of sex determination if the latter

had several daughters while handful of families justified the same if the family is

underprivileged.

This explicitly shows that how the configuration of family planning has been revised or

rather evolved to favour the basic necessity in producing a balanced family.

We plan families to not to have daughters (contrary to a baby boy) if we already have their

multiples in line or if the family is below the poverty line. This sounds so inarticulate that

for producing correct and a balanced family we often have to eliminate the girl child

sporting with an excuse of an unwanted pregnancy. Perhaps this seldom happens with a

baby boy. Justifying the need of sex selective abortion for the BPL (below poverty line)

families also sounds quite fantastic. By this logic it's better to kill all the poor and under

privileged rather than let them suffer the adversity.

Laws have been passed in India to prohibit sex-selective abortion. But a broader campaign is

needed to address the stringent provisions of the PC-PNDT Act so that the harmful practices that

are rooted in a cultural preference for sons and influenced by social and economic factors can be

gauzed. In India, family and social pressures to produce a son are immense. In most regions, sons

are desired for reasons related to kinship, inheritance, marriage, identity, status, economic

security and lineage. Thus, it is clear that female foeticide is not merely from transgression of

ethics but grave phenomena whose social repercussion is equally alarming. Besides, the ethical

behavior by medical fraternity and concrete legal measures equally call for change in mind sets

of the society because there lays its final solution.

The study explores the bigotry for a girl child, pertaining not only to their principal right to take

birth but also highlights the discrimination prevalent as a concomitant at every strata of the

community.

The study also shatters the myths rampant in the society pertaining to the boys and girls

regarding various social, cultural and economic practices in society. It also brings about some facets of

discrimination against the girl child which is supported by ideologies and pre-conceived notions for

the preference of a male child.

�


